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President’s Message
Knowing pDG Raja…

PDG Ramakrishna Raja was one among the vanishing 
species of ‘Real Rotarians’. In my 22 years of knowing him 
as a Rotarian, I never had even one occasion of him not 
being ‘a gentleman and a Rotarian. Though hailing from 
a very wealthy and well-connected family in Rajapalayam, 
Raja was the epitome of gentleness. He never used to miss 
the weekly meetings unless he was out of town. He was 
there in most of the club activities including outstation 
family trips. His house was opened out for regular 

fellowships. The list goes on and on…
His advice to Rotarians was plain and simple.
•	 You are a Rotarian because of your vocation and to be a leader in your vocation 

should be your goal.
•	 Only if you are a leader you can afford the time and money to contribute to Rotary.
•	 Do not ruin your vocation and family at the cost of Rotary.
•	 Good fellowship leads to better relationships and a healthy club. This leads to 

noteworthy service projects.
Another great quality he had was in remembering the names and backgrounds of people 
he met. I have observed him addressing the Annettes of the club by name and enquiring 
about their progress in studies or profession. This is one quality that has endeared him 
to many. 
We have been planning for a worthy memorial project for him since his passing away 
two years back. The pandemic held us back and now the memorial project is coming 
to fruition. The project was conceived and executed by a Club committee consisting 
of PP R N Veerappan, PP N Venkateswaran, PP R V Rajan, PDG Natarajan Nagoji, 
PP A Sridharan, President-Elect Jawahar Nichani, President Nominee Bina Boaz and 
myself. Out of the various nominations for the award the name of Prof. V Kamakoti 
stood out instantly for all the good reasons and the decision was unanimous. I thank 
Prof V Kamakoti for readily agreeing to accept the award.
This award will be an annual feature of our club and by this we hope to keep our Raja’s 
memory alive!

Renjit Joseph
President
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reMeMbering  
a doyen 

-pDG Rtn Ramakrishna Raja

As a Rotarian 
for over two 
decades, I had 
the good fortune 
and privilege 
of knowing 
Rtn Raja and 
interacting with 
him on innumerable occasions. I can say 
with conviction that one seldom comes 
across a Rotarian of his caliber. An elder-
statesman cum mentor to almost all the 
presidents of this illustrious club, until 
his passing away two years ago, his calm 
and dignified presence at our club’s board 
meetings would bring order and perspective 
to all the discussions that took place. It is 
indeed my privilege and honour to bring 
out this special issue of The Southerner, 
in memory of Rtn R Raja, as its editor. 
The innumerable felicitation messages 
received from eminent Rotarians across 
the world are a testimony of his stature 
and a reflection of the goodwill that he 
enjoyed in the world of Rotary. The annual 
memorial award instituted by RCMS in 
his name is a fitting tribute to a man who 
was not only a consummate Rotarian but 
also a quintessential family man and a 
cherished friend.

R Seshadri
Editor
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A quintessentiAl fAmily mAn

There is a Kahlil Gibran quote - “Your children are not your 
children. They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing 
for itself. They come through you but not from you, And 
though they are with you yet they belong not to you.”

I strongly believe that ayya felt the same way. Ayya is how 
we refer to our fathers in the Rajapalayam community. 
He encouraged me to follow my passion and lay out my 
own path. As much as he loved us and longed for us to be 
near him and amma, he would not tell us to come back to 
Chennai. On our short visits home, he was busy with his 
commitments - business, Rotary and the Music Academy 
– his three main interests outside the family. And on his 
visits to the US, there was always some important work 
back home that would limit his time with us. I felt that I 
never got enough time with him.

Fortunately for me, I had an opportunity to work in Chennai 
for five years. In 2008, we, my wife, Radha, our children, 
Krishna and Sruti, and I, moved to India. This was my 
dream coming true. I cherish those memories – ayya would 
find some reason to stop by to see us on weekdays and we 
would meet regularly, as a family, on weekends. There was a 
lot more interaction with ayya, especially between him and 
my children.

My desire for my children spending extensive time with him 
was fulfilled. Growing up, I was in awe of him. He was 
both sophisticated and simple. He was at ease whether in 
a suit at a meeting or in a jibba and dhoti at a kutcheri or 
just in a banian and white lungi, his preferred outfit, while 
relaxing at home. Or eating with his fingers on a banana 
leaf or with cutlery on fine china. A person of varied interests 
- he enjoyed reading, watching television and cinema, in 
Tamil and English. He loved listening to different genres 
of music – classical - Carnatic to Hindustani to Western, 
film and sometimes, even some pop and new age. No topic 
was off subject. His friends were from all walks of life, and 
different parts of the world. In every place that I have lived 
and many places that I have travelled, there was at least one 
person who knew him well enough for them to go out of 

their way to help.  All of these were a testament to his core 
qualities – non-judgmental nature, kindness and generosity, 
and intellectual curiosity and passion for knowledge.  I 
wanted my children to experience their thatha’s qualities 
and personality firsthand. 

After my stint in India, we had moved back to Florida. 
Though he had cut down on his business activities, he 
continued to be involved in Rotary and with the Music 
Academy. I would time my visits to avoid the December 
kutcheri season so I could spend time with him and amma. 
These visits were once again brief, with limited time with 
him, much like earlier.

The next time I spent an extended time with him, were the 
three or so months, in late 2019 and early 2020. Until 
2019, ayya was quite active. In September, my sister, 
Geetha, called at an odd hour to let me know that he was 
in the hospital briefly, for observation. By the time I saw 
him that November, he seemed quite fragile. Things were 
changing. He agreed to spending a couple of months with us 
in Florida, that too in December, missing the kutceri season. 
His walk had become unsteady and needed support.

All the grandchildren came to our home in Florida to spend 
time with ayya. Little did I know that this was his farewell 
trip. Maybe I did, but just did not want to acknowledge it.

PDG Raja and Ann Rajalakshmi with their grandchildren 
in Florida, USA (December 2019)
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Our Ayya was everything to us. We are truly blessed to 
have had him as a father. He was my hero, role model and 
mentor. What I cherished the most growing up, was the 
daily conversations with him. However, packed his day 
was, he would take the time to listen patiently and share his 
thoughts. Fortunately for us, when my husband, Sridhar, and 
I decided to move back to India in 1998, our children, Sriram 
and Sanjana, got to spend their formative years with him. 
In fact, I still remember Sanjana calling him ayya thatha. 
He was their second parent. For Sriram, he would encourage 
him to work hard and be curious. For Sanjana, it was to 
follow her passion in music. “What would thatha say?” is 
constantly in their thoughts when they face challenges or 
enjoy successes. 

We were all influenced by his leadership, kindness, thoughtful 
and selfless nature. He treated everyone with respect. He 
was diligent in connecting with people and cultivating 
relationships.  He held my mother in very high regard and 
attributed his success in life to her love and support. 

After my children left home, we started our mornings with 
yoga, and I would often accompany him to his office. I miss 
those times with him.  He was so much a part of our lives, 
his passing away has left a big void. But I am grateful for 
the years I did get to spend with him. 

He was very proud of his club, the Rotary Club of Madras 
South. He really looked forward to the Tuesday meetings. 
He would share with us the meaningful projects that 
the Southerners were working on. He was particularly 
appreciative of the fellowship and bond among the members. 
He made many good friends in Rotary. We have hosted many 
Rotarians and Rotary Exchange groups at our home. Many 
of our close friendships are with Rotary families here and 
around the world. Some of those are extending to the third 
generation and maybe even to the fourth, with the birth of 
my granddaughter, Sitara. 

We have not been able to meet his dear friends these past 
two years. We are very grateful to be finally joining you in 
honoring the memory of my dear father. 

– Geetha Raja (Daughter)

The time with the family seemed to motivate him to stay 
active and to look forward to the future. I am guessing that 
he probably knew that the end was imminent. We used 
to go for walks where he would reminisce a lot, about his 
childhood and younger days, and gave advice for a future 
without him. 

He made plans to return to Chennai a week before February 
29th, 2020. We were not aware that this was the day 
of the Rotary Club of Madras South’s 60th anniversary 
celebrations.  Just as the Florida trip was a family farewell, 
this meeting seemed like a farewell for his Rotary family.

Buddha was asked what was the cause of death and he replied 
birth. While my rational side probably always knew this, it 
was a very abstract concept until March 24th, 2020. My 

world was jolted by the news of ayya’s passing. What made 
it more difficult was the fact that I was unable to be with 
amma, Geetha, and the family due to the pandemic.

My parents were among the most compatible couple I 
have known. Their love and support for each other was 
genuine and constant. They just knew how to support and 
complement each other.

Ayya’s life was his message and guidance for me, and I can 
sense that he continues to guide me. Whenever I feel agitated, I 

just need to close my eyes to picture his smiling face to bring me 

peace. I continue to be in awe of him, wondering how fortunate 

I am, to have been part of his life.

– Ranganath Raja (Son)

PDG Raja and family at the wedding reception  
of his grandson Sriram
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I  have  tried  to  isolate  and  inspect  the  great  talent  
that  was  in Ramakrishna  Raja  that  made  him  so  
loved  and  needed,  and  makes him so missed, now that 
he is gone.  
Certainly,  he  was  interesting  and  charming,  but  there  
was  some other quality which far exceeded this. 
Perhaps  it  was  his  nonchalant  bearing,  respectful  and  
genial  with everyone.    Perhaps  it  was  that  infectious  
guffaw,  a  laugh  which ignites   everyone   else   around   
him.   Perhaps   it   was   his   arresting authority  when  
he  spoke  on  an  issue  and  yet  so  gentle  in  its 
transmission to those around, making friends both with 
little children as well as the older folks.  
Whatever!  He commanded respect on the one hand 
and love on the other hand all the time. 
I first met Ram long before my Rotary days. I was not 
even married. But  he  had  come  on  a  Rotary  visit  to  
Colombo  and  visited  my grandfather’s  house  with  
some  mutual  friends.  That  takes  us  back over 50 
years. 
But it was through Rotary our friendship blossomed. 
Very early I realized that here was a man of wisdom; a 
man of light and  learning.  I  looked  up  to  him.  I  found  
that  his  group  of  friends extended far beyond Rotary  
--- in the business field, in drama and cultural fields and 

in philanthropy.  But I suspect Rotary was his first love. 
As a Past Governor of Rotary in the District, Ram was  
held in the highest esteem. There were several past 
RI   Presidents who befriended him and held him in the 
highest regard. 
The last time I met him was when he wanted me to 
come as chief guest  to  his  club’s  –  The  Rotary  Club  
of  Madras  South  --    60th anniversary celebrations. 
Previously he had persuaded me to attend the  Golden  
Jubilee  of  the  Rajapalayam  club.  My  eyes  moistened 
when  I  saw  him  at  the  Chennai  event,  that  he  was  
in  a  weakened physical state. At that moment I feared 
for his health. 
Ram’s  greatest  strength  and  pride  was  his  ever  
supporting  beloved partner  in  life  Raji  and  the  two  
apples  of  his  eyes  were  his  two children Geetha and 
Sridhar. They were not only his children. They were also 
his friends.  
Sri  Sri  Parama Hamsa Yogananda  it  was  who  said  
that “Real  family has its foundation in the altar of 
understanding and kind words” This must denote to 
Ram and the family he raised. 
I have enjoyed the unlimited hospitality of Ram, the 
unwavering love and affection he and the family poured 
on me and my wife.  
My greatest regret was that I could not be there to 
bid him farewell in his final journey, due to the COVID 
situation.  
But when I think of Ram  -- that grey moustache and 
the twinkling smile, I realize how blessed I was that he 
befriended me. He lived the good life and in the end, if I 
may paraphrase what someone said, its not the years in 
his life but the life in his years that matters. And its time 
we celebrated his life and not mourn his passing.  
Khalil  Gibran  said    “The  Cedar  tree  was  felled,  but  
the  fragrance lingered”. 
Yes, Ram’s fragrance will linger amongst us through the 
length of our own journeys on earth.

– K.R. Ravindran
Past R I President (2015-2016)

Felicitations to a  
consummate RotaRian
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I am absolutely delighted to know that the  Rotary  Club of  Madras  South 
is honouring the memory of my friend,  PDG  Ramakrishna  Raja by insti-
tuting the Rotarian PDG Ramakrishna Raja memorial fund under the Clubs 
Charitable Trust and that one of its activities will be the  Ramakrishna  Raja  
Memorial  Award for Excellence to a person who has made a significant con-
tribution to society.

It’s been my pleasure and my honor to have known Ram, as I always called 
him, for over 30 years. Whenever I went to Chennai for any Rotary event, I 
would always stay overnight at his impeccable home, passing through the 
security procedures required by his VIP neighbor, the Chief Minister herself, 
and would enjoy together the coffee so lovingly he would bring for me early 
morning.

And once, after an unsuccessful bid of mine for Rotary directorship, Ram rushed from Chennai to Mumbai, accompa-
nied me to my Vapi home, 200 km away, and returned back amidst heavy rains and a thunderstorm to Mumbai and, 
Chennai just to cheer me up. One can forever remember such an unforgettable friendship.

Indeed, staying at his Poes Garden home with his wife Rajalakshmi, and daughter Geetha, was like staying at my own 
home and with my own family.

My life in Rotary has privileged me to meet with some unforgettable individuals around the world. But right there, at 
the top of the list, is my friend Ramakrishna Raja. He always was. He always will be.

May his spirit encourage and enliven us forever. 

– Kalyan Banerjee
Past R I President (2011-2012)

It is very appropriate 

that Rotary Club of 

Madras South has 

decided to create 

‘The Rtn. PDG 

Ramakrishna Raja 

Memorial Fund’ 

under Rotary Club 

of Madras South 

Charitable Trust. As 

an activity of the 

fund, every year the 

club will be presenting ‘The Ramakrishna Raja Memorial 

Award for Excellence’ to a person who would make a 

significant contribution to the society through Rotary.

I have know Ramakrishna Raja for umpteen years and his 

60 years of association with Rotary. He has served as a 

beacon of light and inspiration. In this life journey I also 

had the opportunity of walking with him. I remember 

that in 1986-87 he was District Governor when Rotary 

International President was M.A.T. Caparas and he had 

come especially for an event which was organised by 

then Governor Ramakrishna Raja.

I am glad that the club under the leadership of President 

Renjit Joseph, the meeting on 24th March, 2022 to 

coincide with the second anniversary of Ramakrishna 

Raja at which apart from the members of the club, 

District Governors and others would be participating. 

Indeed it is significant to keep alive the memory for the 

Rotarians of the club and this had been an example for 

life of Rotary and Rotary’s fellowship.

I offer my tribute to the leadership of the club in the past 

and compliments to those who will be assuming in the 

future. My greetings to all those who will be participating 

at the event and all who would be reading the souvenir.

– Rajendra K. Saboo
Past R I President (1991-1992)
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PDG Ramakrishna Raja is the perfect definition of a great Rotarian.

My association with him started in 1985 – 86, the year in which he served 

as District Governor of our D 323.

I was serving as a secretary of my club and had the privilege of 

accompanying PDG Raja to many of our club projects.

I was, at that time, all of 35 years of age and just a 3-year-old Rotarian.

Yet, thanks to his humility, he was so kind and nice to me.

He was my advisor in 1996-97 when I served as the DG of our District 

3230 and he gave me invaluable guidance and advice.

I remember with gratitude, the fact, the Nominating Committee for R I 

Director, under the chairmanship of PDG Ramakrishna Raja, nominated 

me as R I Director in 2011.

In 2013-15, when I served as Director of R I, PDG Ramakrishna Raja was a source of great strength, support and 

guidance.

He shared with me, all the knowledge and experience that he gained as a member of Rotary for more than 50 years, 

which helped me immensely in my international assignments.

I was extremely fortunate that PDG Ramakrishna Raja agreed to Chair the 2014 Rotary Institute, held at ITC Grand 

Chola, Chennai.

He worked for more than a year, diligently, for the success of this Chennai Institute.

He would personally answer all calls/emails from PDGs across the country, clarifying all their doubts, about the institute.

Apart from Rotary PDG Ramakrishna Raja was highly respected in the social circles of Chennai.   He was a member of 

the managing committee of the Music Academy and many such esteemed organisations.

He was a very successful industrialist and very much attached to his native town, Rajapalayam, which he would visit 

frequently.

Mrs Rajalakshmi Raja is an equally great person showering unconditional love and affection on everyone.

They are blessed with a son and daughter and lovely grandchildren, who are all like family to us.

Not a day passes when Nalini and I do not think of PDG Ramakrishna Raja.  

His passing away is a great loss not only to Rotary but also the society.

I would like to conclude by saying that the life of PDG Ramakrishna Raja is worthy of emulation by each and every 

Rotarian.

– p T pRaBHaKaR 
Past R I Director (2013-2015)



District 3232 India Zone 5 7

I am glad to note about 
your Club’s effort to institute 
“The Rtn. PDG Ramakrishna 
Raja Memorial Fund” under 
Rotary Club of Madras South 
charitable trust.

It is a wonderful idea to 
institute an award in the 
name of “The Ramakrishna 
Raja Memorial Award for 

Excellence” and the same will be awarded every year 
to a selected person who has made a significant 
contribution to society.

It is needless to state here that PDG Ramakrishna Raja 
had been one of my great friends in Rotary and a guide, 
who always shared his views on ethical practices that a 
Rotary club/District need to follow especially to build a 

public image. As a director for 2017-19 for South Asia, I 
have brought in many changes and also introduced 
many new concepts in the functioning of Rotary clubs/
District based on his valuable advice.

His connections both nationally and internationally 
with the Rotary leaders have helped me many times in 
discharging my duties as director of Rotary International.

PDG Ramakrishna Raja, a dedicated Rotarian 
with true Rotary knowledge, leadership connections 
and experience of over 60 years had been Bhishma of 
Indian Rotary.

I appreciate RCMS continuing to remember him and 
carrying forward his legacy through this new initiative. I 
offer all my support and take this opportunity to wish 

RCMS all success in this endeavour.

– Basker chockalingam
Past R I Director (2017-19)

It was a proud privilege for 

me to know late  PDG Raja 

Ramakrishnan for the last 25 

years. I had many occasions to 

interact with him, sometimes 

for seeking his advice  as he 

was the senior-most PDG of 

our district

A special mention I would 

like to make is that he and 

the current RI President were 

the trustees of Centenary charitable trust (formerly it 

was Rotary Centenary Charitable trust) where we had 

renovated 130+ schools in Tamil Nadu with a partnership 

with other NGOs like CAF, COCA COLA, Cognizant, Australian 

Alumni Assn, Round Table and many philanthropists.  He 

gave valuable advice during re-building of the school at 

a cost of 90 lakhs at Tirutani where our late President 

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan studied.  He was very prompt in 

attending all trustee meetings of our trust and contribute 

immensely in deliberations during the entire stint as a 

trustee

He was a mild-mannered and very diplomatic person to 

move with.   We all miss him in our district and the rotary 

in India.

– pDG Benjamin cherian

The first time I met RAM was in 
1984 and I was a rookie in Rotary.
By then Ram had been a Rotarian 
for over 24 years and he was a 
candidate for Governorship.
I remember his advice vividly- 
Chari, Remember your priorities: 
Family, Business and then Rotary. 
He went on to say that in the 

first two there were transactions. But Rotary is a one way 
street-You serve and the reward is satisfaction!
In the many years that followed, Ram was always a 

balanced person and his advice was frank but never hurting. 
One cannot forget his affection for his family as well as 
the families of other Rotarians. I marveled at his ability 
to remember the names of the family members of the 
Rotarians.
His self-effacing nature endeared him to his vast circle of 
friends in Rotary in India and abroad. Every visitor to the 
Rotary Club of Madras South was welcomed and put at 
ease as he happily chatted along. Yes Ram, we do miss 
your wise counsel, your friendly smile and your kind 

words.

– pDG Krishnan V chari 
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Rtn PDG Ramakrishna Raja, affectionately called Raja (King) is truly a King among Rotarians. 
My association with Raja spanning 50 Years goes deep and in fact, to be precise it all 
started in 1969. At that time I was in Coimbatore and District 320 extended from Madras 
to Kasargode in Kerala. Our friendship grew beyond borders even after the bifurcation of 
District 320 in 1984.
Raja and I enjoyed the international fellowship equally and took immense pleasure in 
hosting GSE team members and youth exchange students. Raja and his spouse Rajalakshmi 
are great hosts. Many Rotarians, Youth exchange students and GSE leaders and members 
who were hosted by them were also hosted by my spouse Janak and me in the true spirit 
of Rotary. 

We have lost a giant of a Rotarian who was a personification of humility and genuine affection. We cherish the memories 
of the friendship that blossomed between our families. 

– pDG S. Krishnaswamy

He was the Man

I joined RC of Madras South in 1990. There was a lone PDG in our Club. He was the 
Charter Secretary in 1960.For the first few years ...as a rookie…I was in complete awe 
of this great man. Come to think of it, I still am. Such a kind, soft-spoken man, humble 
to a fault, honest, straight as an arrow, and an inspiration to all who were fortunate to 
be associated with him. Grace, dignity and humility were his second nature.

I thought you had to have these qualities to become a Governor. When I became a 
Governor I realized I was wrong. None of us were even near him in caliber. And this was 
recognized not only in our District but in the whole Rotary International. Tall leaders, 
Past RI Presidents would often seek hid advice ..well knowing that he was completely 
apolitical and expressed himself with malice to none. During my Governorship, he 
stood behind me like a rock.. advising, inspiring and, much against his nature, talking for me…fighting for me against 
the authorities that be.. and the bigwigs in Rotary. There were times, when things became tough and I was facing a lot 
of challenges, he held me by my hand and took me across. An extremely wise man. Had such an impact on me that 
I had, probably unknowingly, molded myself in trying to think like him. Before taking any action or decision I would 
pause and think how this great man would have reacted. I do that even now. But I realize it is so difficult to be like him. 

He was a class apart and by a distance. For me “He was the Man”… and indeed what a Man.
– pDG N Nagoji

I am happy and proud to be part of this award function perpetuating the memory of my 
close friend PDG Ramakrishna Raja with whom I had close association for over five decades.

PDG Ramakrishna Raja’s often repeated words were, “I derive my strength from my home 
club, The Rotary Club of Madras South and being a Rotarian I could develop long-lasting 
friendships with several people which otherwise I could not have made”. He exhibited the 
same amount of enthusiasm he had as a youngster of 21 years when the club was formed 
for which he was greatly instrumental and became the Charter Secretary to the time the 
Club was celebrating its diamond jubilee for which he rushed back to Chennai from the US 
in spite of his failing health. 

Our Club’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations also showcased his popularity in Rotary as rich 
encomiums were showered on him by everyone including the Past RI president Ravindran 

who specially flew in from Colombo to preside over the function in response to the personal request made by his close 
friend Ramakrishna Raja. 
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It is heartening to know that Rotary Club of Madras South is celebrating the Life of PDG 
Ramakrishna Raja, the priceless jewel of Rotary from this part of Rotary. It’s befitting to 
have this memorial to an Outstanding Rotary Leader as an Annual Affair by instituting an 
award in his name. I am happy and truly honoured to be invited to share my thoughts 
on PDG Ramakrishna Raja with whom I had a long journey and who was one of my Life 
Mentors with his stellar Humane Qualities and his unique style of Leadership. 
A doyen of Rotary, its ideals and principles, PDG Ramakrishna Raja had his imprint in my life 
from the day I met him long back in the District Conference of PDG. DR C.S.Ramachandran 
in 1994 and then on, had an invisible effect on me, later a guide and mentor to all my 
Rotary and Non-Rotary achievements and accomplishments. 
He was an accomplished Industrialist, a celebrated Rotary leader, the kindest family man with Madam Rajalakshmi and 
a Leader of Leaders, guiding each one of us in his own style to excel in leadership. His passing away is a great loss to the 
Rotary World, particularly to all those of us who were personally close to him. May his soul rest in peace and continue 
to bless us.

– pDG i S a K Nazar

My association with PDG Ramakrishna Raja dates back to a quarter-century from the time 
I joined Rotary in 1997. A towering stalwart in the Rotary world who did not refrain himself 
from showering his love and affection at any point in time. I remember the times when 
I was the President in 2002-03 as well as the District Governor in 2012-13, he was ever 
ready to lend his ears, share his rich experiences and be happy to attend our projects and 
meetings sans any hesitation. His wholehearted involvement in every event added greater 
value to his presence thus earning him the affection he enjoyed till the end. What is most 
touching is the email we had received with his condolence message on 18th March 2020 
when Jayanthi lost her sister. He never failed to share his feelings instantly which was well 
reflected in his last message too. It was truly shocking when we heard of his demise just a 

few days later. His ever-smiling presence inundated with heartfelt warmth shall remain etched in our memories.

Jayanthi had the golden opportunity of visiting PDG Ramakrishna Raja’s home every month to interview him for the 
GML’s monthly column ‘Vignettes from the Past’. What amazed us was the vastness of his Rotary knowledge as well 
as the warmth and hospitality he and his family extended during every visit. He always fondly reminisced his long-
standing friendship with Jayanthi’s uncle, Rtn C.N.Nammalwar.

Jayanthi and I would cherish all the beautiful moments and treasure every valuable lesson learned from PDG 
Ramakrishna Raja. We are truly blessed to have travelled along with him in our Rotary journey. We would certainly 
miss his cheerful presence along with Mrs Rajalakshmi amidst us. Our prayers to Mrs Rajalakshmi and the family. What 
pains us is that he isn’t here to read through all the rich tributes but certainly he would be enjoying these moments 

from above.
– pDG V. Raja Seenivasan

Ram was endowed with a captivating charm and an unforgettable face to create a strong impact on people he came 
across and everyone carried a lasting impression about him. Even though he had been a long-time resident of Chennai 
and his business and social commitments kept him busy always, he had not forgotten his village moorings with 
which he kept a constant touch, visiting his place of birth frequently.  Hailing from a noble and reputed family of 
Rajapalayam Rajas, their family Trust established by his grandfather runs several educational institutions and colleges 

providing much needed education to the rural folk.

pp Rtn N Venkateswaran
Chairman- R Raja Memorial Awards Committee
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One of the first Rotarians outside my Club, who I met on joining Rotary in 1988 
was, PDG.Raja Ramakrishnan. My interaction with him was minimal at that time – 
a greenhorn from another Club but he did give me a welcoming smile and warm 
handshake.

I continued to meet PDG. Raja Ramakrishnan several times over the next thirty 
years and each meeting was a great learning experience for me. Not just learning 
about Rotary, the District or little snippets that embellished my Rotary experience 
but most importantly on how to conduct oneself in Rotary. Invaluable teachings.

I have been to his home several times, for informal meetings or when Rotary 
dignitaries visited Chennai. It was not at all amazing to see World Presidents (of RI) look up to him or see several Past 
Governors wait for his opinion on matters that were important, in the conduct of Rotary. In one word, he was always 
balanced in his opinion and full of poise when he said it. Well-considered, every time. He understood that Rotary was 
changing and had to change. He welcomed change and for one so senior, that was a quality many of us, much junior 
to him admired.

We in Rotary are yet to feel his passing away – it hasn’t hit us because Rotary as a group or District hasn’t met since his 
demise. In fact, I expect to see him in his Maroon jacket walk into the hall with that warm smile. I will personally miss 

him and the exchanges that kept me going, in Rotary.

– pDG a Subramaniam

With a heavy heart and high sense of regard, I recall my long association with  

PDG R Ramakrishna Raja. I have fond memories of his being the District Governor 3230 and 

myself being as the DGE at Gudur Nellore Dist as 3160 I  had the privilege of being installed 

as the Rotary District Governor by him. He was an inspiring role model and I have fond 

recollections of our participation in Rotary activities then and thereafter. I remember to 

distinguish on his advice I had joined in Dist.3230

I congratulate the RCMS for their initiative in creating a charitable fund in his name and 

presenting a yearly award for Excellence.  

My best wishes for the great growth  of the charitable  fund  in the years to come, cherishing 

the fond memories of  the great Rotarian      

– pDG N.Tarachand Dugar

Let me congratulate you for setting up the PDG. Ramakrishna Raja Memorial Fund and bringing 

out a Commemoration Souvenir on that occasion.

This is absolutely the best thing that your Club could have done for a member of your Club who 

became a towering personality in the Rotary world within and beyond our District.

In spite of his seniority and wealth of knowledge, he was always very humble, easily 

approachable and an extremely friendly/adorable person.

During my year as Governor, he was a great source of inspiration and a great source of support 

always ready to help and guide with a smiling face.

We will dearly miss him and I wish we had more Rotarians like him today!

Your club can always be proud of this great Rotarian who was a member of your Club.

My best wishes for the success of your event.
 

– pDG J.B.Kamdar
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Felicitations to a cherished Friend
It is good to learn that your Rotary Club is planning a Memorial Meet to coincide with the 

second anniversary of the passing on of my dear friend Ramakrishna Raja.

I should feel grateful that I am in good health at the age of near 88 years but my deep 

regret is that I keep losing some of my life-long dearest friends. Ramakrishna was one of 

such few close friends. When his brother, Dharmaraja broke the sad news to me on the 

telephone I could hardly speak through my sobs.

Rama, as I used to call him, was introduced to me, by a common friend in 1960 in Tokyo. I 

was there as an IFS Trainee with the rank of Third Secretary in our Embassy and Rama was 

visiting a Japanese company that was collaborating in his family’s venture of producing 

helmets in Chennai. As a specialist in Japan, I had three postings in Tokyo, ending as 

Indian Ambassador there in 1988-92. Rama frequently visited me there as well as in Delhi where I have retired. I too 

stayed with him during my occasional visits to Chennai. He was a keen Rotarian and his visits were often connected 

with Rotary meetings. We shared the view that one should use one’s wits for greater prosperity and one’s wisdom to 

serve humanity.

Rama and I shared a common liking for Japan and its people as also closer relations between our two countries. While, 

after retiring from IFS, I became Chairman of India – Japan Partnership Forum at FICCI in Delhi, he was Vice Chairman 

of IJCCI in Chennai.

With the passing on of Ramakrishna Raja we have lost a dear soul and a perfect gentleman.

– ambassador arjun asrani

My father, Bill Cadwallader, always had a large worldview 

and was drawn to people who were curious and outside-

the-box thinkers. Therefore, it is no surprise that he and 

Ramakrishna Raja became friends in 1979 during the 

Group Study Exchange trip to South India. Their friendship 

became deeper than Rotary. It became intimate and very 

personal. They were like brothers. Our families are tightly 

knit, now into the 4th generation. Allow me to share two of 

my fondest memories of Ram.

Ram and Raji travelled often to the US once Rangi and 

Geetha were living in California and Florida. When they 

came to the US, Ram would always call us on the phone. 

He was interested in our well-being and activities. When Kent and I lived in Davis, CA (1986) during Kent’s MA studies, 

we had the pleasure of hosting Ram, Raji and their friends for dinner. Dinner meant vegetarian pizza at the local pizza 

parlor where I was working. Our guests were as gracious and proud as if they were our own parents.

In July, 1995 Kent and I traveled to India, spending two weeks in Chennai. We felt right at home and like part of the 

family. Kent remembers Ram’s afternoon coffee and business conversations. One of the weekends, we accompanied 

Ram & Raji to their friends’ summer home south of Chennai on the Bay of Bengal. We were in awe of our hosts, the 

heat and the distance away from Minnesota!

– Beth cadwallader Horsager
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Tribute To A Dear Friend and Valued Colleague 
It was with a deep 

sense of shock and 

sadness that I learnt 

of the passing of my 

longstanding and dear 

friend and colleague 

Ramakrishna Raja 

on March 24, 2020.  

Sadly, even paying 

personal respects to him was not possible owing to 

the total lockdown caused by the global pandemic.  

Today, even as two years have passed since he left us, it 

is very difficult to come to terms with the grim reality 

that Ramakrishna Raja is not with us anymore.  The 

pandemic may have wiped out two years of everyone’s 

calendar, but it has not wiped out the sadness and 

denial of the loss of someone so dear.  Time, no doubt, 

flies and it is now appropriate to recall fond memories 

of my close friendship with Ramakrishna Raja and the 

qualities of humaneness that he possessed.  My wife Tara 

too has equally fond memories of her close association 

with him and also with his wife, Rajalakshmi and the 

rest of his family.

Ramakrishna Raja has been my family friend for two 

generations as his father and mine were friends.  Equally, 

Ramakrishna Raja was a family friend of my wife’s too, 

as M.S.Pattabhiraman, Tara’s father and he had a close 

bond of friendship right from their early Rotary Club 

days.

Rotary was a passion or magnificent obsession, if 

you will, of his for a major part of his adult life.  His 

natural way with people and easy knack and passion 

for making friends along with a keen sense of caring, 

made him the ultimate Rotarian.   Of course, it was but 

natural that he became Rotary Governor and then for 

long, was considered the Elder statesman of the Rotary 

movement, loved and respected by all across the board.  

It is therefore fitting that the Rotary Club of Madras 

South, of which he was a Charter Member, is organising 

a memorial meeting and bringing out a souvenir as a 

tribute to someone who has contributed so much to its 

cause over a sustained period.

Though I have not been part of the Rotary movement 

along with Ramakrishna Raja, I consider myself very 

fortunate to have had him as a close friend and colleague 

at The Music Academy.  He held key positions there, 

first as a Trustee from 2001 and then as Treasurer from 

November 2005. Throughout his stint as Treasurer 

until the time of his passing, as the President, I could 

not have wished for a better and more valued colleague 

and friend with such high credibility than Ramakrishna 

Raja.  He carried out his responsibilities with utmost 

dedication, diligence and above all, enjoyment.  He was 

closely involved in all the activities of the Academy.  His 

mature wisdom and sober outlook, combined with his 

rich experience meant that he was the ‘go to’ person for 

me for advice or guidance on complicated or ticklish 

issues.  And during the Academy’s flagship Annual 

Music Festivals, not only would he help in ensuring 

their smooth conduct, he would always come early to 

join some of us to greet members and rasikas. He would 

welcome and greet everyone with such warmth and 

spontaneity as he did  in any of his family functions.  

He was undoubtedly a great pillar of strength for me 

personally, our colleagues at the Executive Committee 

and to the Institution as a whole.

If during a major part of his adult life, Rotary Club 

was his home away from home and Rotarians became 

his extended family, in the last twenty years, The Music 

Academy and his colleagues and its members, took that 

coveted place.



District 3232 India Zone 5 13

What made Ramakrishna Raja the kind of special and 

endearing person that he was?

He always carried himself with dignity and decorum, 

never uttering a harsh word about anyone, showing 

unfailing courtesy and affability in dealing with people 

of all hues.  He knew how to adapt to a situation, place 

or culture.

Perhaps, his greatest quality was loyalty to his friends.  

He was, what is described as a “constant friend” and 

his friendship was out of genuine love and affection for 

all  those  from different walks of life.  He expected 

absolutely nothing in return.  When he made friends 

in Rotary Club or The Music Academy, his friendship 

extended beyond either organisation and to everyday 

life.  Once a friend of Ramakrishna Raja’s he or she is 

always a friend.

If Ramakrishna Raja enjoyed the company of friends, 

he was a proud and loving family man, totally devoted 

to his family – his wife Rajalakshmi, a lady with quiet 

dignity and efficiency, acting as a perfect foil to her 

loving and outgoing husband, daughter Geetha Raja 

who along with her spouse Sridhar, lived with her 

parents, son Ranganath Raja alias Sridhar who lives with 

his family in Florida, USA and his brothers particularly,  

Dharma Raja who lives in Chennai and was his alter 

ego, and his siblings in his native Rajapalayam.

A person of the ilk of Ramakrishna Raja comes but very 

rarely in our lives, with fine values and qualities in such 

abundance as to fall under the extended definition of 

an”A Gentleman” expounded by Cardinal Newman.  

The greatest tribute that we can pay Ramakrishna Raja 

is to cherish those human values and qualities that 

endeared him to countless friends and acquaintances.   

Time cannot dim nor custom stale his infinite goodness.

I thank the Rotary Club of Madras South for giving me 

the opportunity to pen this tribute to someone who has 

meant so much to me.

– N. MuRali, 
President, The Music Academy  

Director, The Hindu Group of Publications

To meet Ramakrishnan is to like him. To know him is to vastly respect him 

and admire him. All relationships are evolving processes. I have known Ram for 

over five decades, not just as a friend but also as a neighbour. We have met and 

discussed various subjects on many occasions, and I have always left with awe 

at his consistent simplicity and clarity. Ram was also a director in my company, 

Sundram Fasteners Limited. His gentle and well-articulated suggestions have 

always been well received with keen attention. 

 His attachment to Rotary was, indeed, a consuming passion, a legendary one. 

In every sense of the credo of Rotary, he was a staunch and committed Rotarian. 

He left an indelible mark on Rotary. Ram‘s persuasive and gentle nature rightly 

earned him many friends, who, I am sure wished to emulate the gentleness of his 

behaviour combined with the dedication to duty. His service to Rotary is being 

recognized by Rotary today. I am sure every member of this august organization 

shares my feeling that to have known Ram was a privilege. To have been his friend was priceless. Thank you for 

honouring my worthy friend. By honouring him, Rotary honours itself. 

– Suresh Krishna
Chairman – Sundaram Fasteners Limited
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“It is easy to speak about a person or felicitate him when the person 

concerned has achieved success in a particular field. But, when we talk 

about a multi-faceted personality, one who has gained name and fame in 

several walks of life, it becomes an uphill task. 

I came to know my dear Brother when I was initiated into the mysteries of 

Freemasonry in 1977, in Lodge Vidya, No. 164, where he was a Founder 

member from 1965. This Lodge was born as a brainchild of several 

Industrialists and Educationalists who were members of the Rotary Club 

of Madras South and formed an elite group of men from South Madras. It 

was a rare honour for me to be accepted into such a group of eminent men. 

After the initial bewilderment natural to one initiated into Freemasonry, I 

realised the value of my association with such a flock of good men who had already carved a name for themselves 

and had made a mark in the community. The demeanour and decorum of these men automatically created a 

yearning to emulate them. My brother Ramakrishna Raja was the last of these men to leave us and so our friendship 

lasted much longer.

PDG and RightWorshipful Brother, Ramakrishna Raja epitomised the sterling qualities of the principles of the 

two great organisations, Rotary and Freemasonry being a blend of all that is good in both the fraternities. 

He was a God-loving pious man, a doting husband, father, grandfather, an industrialist of eminence, a great leader 

of men as a Rotarian, a champion of the causes of the underprivileged, an elder brother to his fellow- masons ever 

ready with his wise counsel. He lived his life to fulfil the purpose of his creation and has gone to a better place 

where he will find eternal peace, in the company of good men like him and at the Lotus Feet of the Lord, but has 

left such a void here below but leaving footprints in the sands of time as Antony said of Brutus “His life was gentle, 

and, the elements so mixed in him that Nature might stand up and say to all the World “This was a man”!

– capt.Dr.Balaram Biswakumar, 
Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of India

R Wor Bro Ramakrishna Raja with members of his Lodge (Seated Sixth from Right)
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PDG Raja’s jouRney as a RotaRian
Year  Position held 

1968-69 President- Rotary Club of Madras South

1973-74 District Secretary – Dist. 323

1975-76 District Conference Secretary

1977-78 Chairman – GSE Committee

1977-80 Member – Dist. GSE Committee

1979-80 Zonal Co-ordinator

1982-83 District Conference Chairman

1986-87 District Governor – Dist. 323

1987-89 District Rotary Information Seminar Counsellor (for 5 Rotary Districts)   

1989 Co-Chairman, Organising Committee, Asia Zone 2 Institute Madras    

1992 Moderator, Membership Development Seminar (for 8 Rotary Districts)   

1994, 1996, 1997 RI Presidents’ representative at District Conferences    

2000-2001 RI Zone 6 Co-ordinator, ‘Children at risk” task force

2003-2005 Member, Executive Committee, Rotary Foundation India  

2004 COL 2004, Chicago- Representative of Dist. 3230

2013-2015 Member, Nomination Committee for RI Director Zone 5

2013 Chair, GETS, RI Zone 4,5, & 6A Institute, Singapore

2014 Chair, GETS, RI Zone 4, 5, & 6A Institute, Chennai

2015 Conferred the ‘Service above Self’ Award of RI    
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Raja and Rajalakshmi during a family outstation  
fellowship event of RCMS at Ooty in 2005

Raja visiting R C Tiruvannamalai as DG in 1986-87

 Raja addressing the audience at the 60s vintage clubs 
international meet in the year 2000

 Raja lighting the ceremonial lamp at an  
RCMS project inauguration in 2006

Raja dressed as a Mexican during a theme event  
of RCMS

Raja at the district conference held during his tenure 
as DG of District 323 in 1987
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Participating in the inauguration of RCMS’  
community learning centre at Kattur village in  

Thirupporur in February 2013.

Raja and his family with PRIP Ravindran at RCMS’ 
diamond jubilee celebrations in February 2020 which 

was the last Rotary event that he attended before 
passing away in March 2020.

Raja along with N Murali of The Hindu and other 
committee members of The Music Academy in 

Chennai calling on former Tamilnadu  
Chief Minister J Jayalalitha.

Raja at a past presidents meet held by RCMS

Charter members Raja and Veerappan (3rd from left) 
cutting the ceremonial cake  

at RCMS’ Charter Nite celebration

Raja with past members of RCMS and Ann  
Rajalakshmi with the Anns during a special family 

meet with past members
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RoTaRy cluB of MaDRaS SouTH 
pDG. RaMaKRiSHNa RaJa MeMoRial awaRD foR excelleNce

Presented to

Prof.V.Kamakoti
Director, I.I.T. Madras

ciTaTioN
A man of science who is deeply anchored in spirituality, 
Prof.V.Kamakoti exemplifies professional excellence, 
service-mindedness and humility. 

He was born on 21st July,1968 in Vishnupuram, a 
prosperous village in the Tanjore delta, to an agricultural 
family where his ancestors owned several acres of land. 
After four years in the village, he moved to Chennai where 
he did his higher secondary at P.S. Senior Secondary 
School. But his frequent visits to his native village during 
vacations kindled in him a deep interest in village life 
and agriculture.  He became a lifelong enthusiast of 
sustainable organic farming. He introduced innovative 
ideas not only in his family farm, but also in other farms. 
Result: Vishnupuram has become a model village. 

Dr Kamakoti joined IIT, Madras after school and obtained 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in computer science and 
engineering. He rejected tempting study offers from 
abroad on the advice of the Paramacharya, the senior 
seer of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. He joined the faculty of 
IIT Madras in 2001. His growth and accomplishments here 
were remarkable. He started as an assistant professor, 
later became professor, and took over as director in 
January 2022. One of those eminent scholars who have 
headed institutions where they started as students.

Prof.Kamakoti specializes in the areas of computer 
architecture and information security. He headed 
the microprocessor development program and the 
information security education and awareness program 
at IIT Madras funded by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.  He is a member of the National 
Security Advisory Board. He was also the chairman of 

the Artificial Intelligence Task Force constituted by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.  

He has to his credit more than 150 publications 
in international journals. He has coordinated and 
successfully delivered close to 50 projects from industry 
and Government R&D establishments. He led the research 
team that designed and booted up India’s first indigenously 
developed microprocessor SHAKTI that can be used in 
mobile computing devices and networking systems. It 
can reduce reliance on imported microprocessors in 
communications, defence and other vital sectors. 

Prof..Kamakoti has won numerous awards. To mention just 
a few, the Inaugural IIT Madras Young Faculty Recognition 
Award in 2007,  the DRDO Academic Excellence award in 
2014, the Abdul Kalam Technology Innovation National 
Fellowship, the CCS Lifetime Achievement Award. 

In 2017, Prof.Kamakoti was appointed chairman of a task 
force on leveraging artificial intelligence for development 
across various fields. He helped ensure effective 
management of the COVID-19 pandemic by the Arogya 
Setu App.

Prof. Kamakoti shares with the late Ramakrishna 
Raja a deep interest in Carnatic music. In fact, 
he had formal training in playing the violin.  
In recognition of his many-splendoured contributions 
as a scientist - to progress in computer architecture, 
information security, artificial intelligence, technology 
education, organic farming, and to the promotion of 
national self-reliance, the Rotary Club of Madras South 
is privileged to confer on Prof.V.Kamakoti the first PDG  
Ramakrishna Raja Memorial Award for Excellence on this 
day, 24th March 2022.

 Renjit Joseph Venkateshwaran N Jothilakshmi V S   
 President Awards Chairman Secretary
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